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Oxfam-Québec – CHAF Intervention October 1, 2015  
 

 

Summary: $418,000 CAD has been 

allocated to Oxfam-Québec to respond to 

recent violence in the region of Beni, 

Democratic Republic of the Congo. 

This project is a result of population 

movements due to armed attacks by the 

armed group ADF-NALU in the towns of 

Masulukwede/Ntoy and Mukida/Maleta, 

as well as offensives against this armed 

group on the part of the Armed Forces of 

the Democratic Republic of the Congo 

(FARDC).  

 

These armed attacks, accompanied by 

theft, rape, looting and massacres, have prompted thousands of families to seek refuge. In total, 8,593 

households (42,965 people) have sought refuge in Beni City, Mavivi, Mbau, Oicha and Eringeti. The 

town of Eringeti alone has welcomed over 3,240 households (16,200 people). It is these families who will 

be assisted by Oxfam and MAAMS (Multi Actions d’Assistance aux Marginalisés et aux Sinistrés) as part 

of this project.  

 

The Canadian Humanitarian Assistance Fund, managed by the Humanitarian Coalition (HC), is funded 

by Canada's Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development (DFATD). Created in 2014, the 

CHAF is a mechanism for funding timely life-saving interventions in response to smaller-scale disasters. 

The CHAF is an integral part of the disaster response strategy of the Humanitarian Coalition. 
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Background on Disaster  

ADF-NALU rebels usually attack either very early in the morning before families wake up, in the 

afternoons when families are in the fields, or even at night, when families are sleeping. Thus, these 

attacks end with a great loss of human life, loss or abandonment of basic goods, as well as the looting and 

burning of homes and basic infrastructure (schools, health centres, etc.). During these attacks, families get 

separated, children drop out of school and adults lose their jobs and livelihood.  

 

Entire families leave everything behind and find themselves 100% dependent on host/local families, who 

are themselves living in hardship and poverty largely due to their own insecure situations. 

 

Outline of Needs 

This project is a result of advocacy for displaced individuals and their host families through local 

authorities. Requests have been sent by these authorities to the humanitarian community in the territory of 

Beni through OCHA Beni. This has also been the case for certain highly active organizations in the area, 

including MAAMS.  

 

Coordination meetings were held under the lead of OCHA Beni wherein humanitarian stakeholders were 

invited to make a serious plea to their partners (donors) for multi-sector assistance in favour of these 

displaced individuals. It is within this framework that OCHA suggested that MAAMS position itself in 

favour of assistance with essential household items in addition to the food assistance promised by the 

WFP. It was noted that Oxfam and MAAMS had, between January and February 2015, assisted 2,250 

displaced families in the town of Mavivi following attacks from the same Ugandan ADF-NALU rebels.  

 

The Congolese government does not have the material capacity or expressed the intent to help the 

displaced on a national, provincial or local level. The local people (host families/aboriginal peoples) assist 

these people by offering them accommodation and nutritional care in the first days following their arrival. 

However, their resources are severely limited because they themselves are victims of the situation of 

insecurity in the area.  

 

We are gradually seeing a substantial drop in funding for humanitarian actions in the eastern DRC, 

particularly for the humanitarian crisis in the territory of Beni. This decrease negatively affects the 

number of individuals assisted and the coverage of the assistance. 

 

Organizational Capacity 

Oxfam and MAAMS are very active in the North Kivu province, especially in the Beni territory. In the 

past, they have already provided humanitarian assistance to over 40,500 individuals (displaced persons, 

returnees and their host families) in this same area. Oxfam, in partnership with MAAMS, just completed a 

similar project in February 2015, benefiting 2,250 displaced households in the town of Mavivi.  

 

Upon news of this crisis, the local authorities, recognizing the positioning of MAAMS, sent a letter to 

MAAMS requesting assistance. The latter has also participated in all coordination meetings for this crisis 

where it is positioned, alongside the WFP, to intervene in the town of Eringeti for comprehensive support 

(food and essential housewares/non-food items); the food will be provided by the WFP.  

 

MAAMS has extensive experience and expertise in undertaking similar responses in this area through its 

participation in the program for reinforcement of humanitarian capacities of local organizations, a 

member of Congolese civil society.  
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Humanitarian assistance to people affected by conflicts and natural disasters is one of the strategic 

objectives of Oxfam and MAAMS.  

 

The Proposed Response 

Through the distribution of essential household items/non-food items (NFI), 3,240 displaced families, 

70% of which goes to female-headed households, will have improved living conditions and can live 

safely and with dignity in the town of Eringeti by late December 2015. 

 

Though the distribution of essential household items/non-food items, 3,240 displaced families, 70% of 

which went to female-headed households, will be able to prepare meals, and collect and conserve water in 

acceptable conditions in the town of Eringeti by late December 2015. 

 

Through awareness sessions on gender-related inequalities, access and control of income in households, 

60% of 3,240 homes will improve their knowledge, attitudes and practices regarding gender in the town 

of Eringeti by late December 2015. 

 

Project Budget 

Our interventions in response to localized 

disasters are supported by the CHAF 

(75%), the member agencies of the 

Humanitarian Coalition (15%) and the 

Humanitarian Coalition Emergency 

Response Fund (10%). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 $313,500  

 $41,800  

 $62,700  

Distribution of Funds 

CHAF

ERF

Member Agency



 4 

Map of the Region

 

 

 


