
 

 

 
 
 
 

Background on Disaster 

Heavy rains caused flooding in two communes on the banks of the River Niger in northern Benin. This 

year, as in 2013, the consequences are dramatic. The water has risen several metres above normal levels 

and residents were forced to move to temporary sites.  

Local authorities launched an alert campaign supported by the Government of Benin on August 12, 2015. 

However, rains and subsequent flooding worsened in September. The rainy season lasts through mid-

November and the school year is about to begin (temporary relocation sites). The situation has had 

repercussions in Benin, in the north, specifically in three communes (Malanville, Karimama and Kandi), 

but the most affected places are Malanville and Karimama, two villages on the banks of the Niger River.  
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Summary: Funding was allocated to CARE Canada 

to meet the most immediate needs of approximately 

10,000 people affected by the recent floods for a 

project of a total value of $268,528 CAD. CARE will 

take a multi sectorial approach in assisting 3 areas 

(Malanville, Karimama and Kandi) with special 

attention to Malanville and Karimama, the two most 

affected areas along the Niger River. 
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Benin: Floods in the north of the country 

The Humanitarian Coalition (HC) Canadian Humanitarian Assistance Fund (CHAF) is funded by the 

Government of Canada Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development (DFATD). It was 

created in 2014 to ensure timely funding is available to fund lifesaving responses to smaller-scale 

disasters. The CHAF is a central feature of the Humanitarian Coalition disaster response system.  
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Rapid evaluations organized by the Plateformes Communales de Réduction de Risque de Catastrophe 

(municipal disaster risk reduction platforms) show that 50 villages have been touched, with 19,860 people 

affected and 657 families displaced. These vulnerable fishing and agricultural communities were affected 

in 2012 and 2013.  

Outline of Needs 

Assessment 

Rapid assessments done by communal platforms in late August brought to light the urgent needs of the 

disaster: drinking water, sanitation and housing/shelters, along with food and psychosocial care. 

Assistance from the government and international community has thus far been minimal and symbolic in 

nature.  

The most immediate needs are:  

 Food: households have reduced their food consumption from three to two (sometimes one) meal 

a day 

 Water storage and purification systems: without external assistance, people use water from the 

River Niger 

 Non-food item NFI) kits: to improve the living conditions of disaster victims. In the coming 

weeks and months, the flood will have serious impact on affected populations. First, the displaced 

will have to leave their schools before they start again on October 5, and re-establish at new sites, 

which have yet to happen. Next, with fields flooded (11,000 hectors), thousands of families have 

lost their main source of income just before harvesting season. Fishermen have lost their nets and 

boats. Livelihood support measures will be essential in allowing disaster victims to recover. 

Organizational Capacity 

CARE has been in Benin since 1999. For 14 years, it has conducted projects in the areas of education, 

health, environment, livelihoods, protection, children and women’s rights with all emergency response 

activities being cross-sectional. CARE has developed a good understanding of the root causes of the 

vulnerability of populations in Benin as well as thorough field knowledge.  

CARE has extensive humanitarian experience in Benin. In 2008, CARE Benin organized monitoring of 

the food distribution throughout the country. It led flood responses in 2008 and 2010 in the south of Benin 

by working with local partners in water, hygiene and sanitation, food distribution, health and shelter, 

targeting 1,000 households (10,000 people) and 30,000 households (150,000 people) respectively. 

Following the floods of 2012 and 2013, CARE distributed cash, WASH and shelter and led campaigns in 

hygiene practices for 3,159 and 4,500 households respectively affected in northern Benin (Karimama and 

Malanville communes).  

CARE has a contingency plan that is renewed every year. It has also developed a relevant and effective 

emergency relief strategy to guarantee synergy between emergency operations and rehabilitation and 

development activities.  

 

 

 



The Proposed Response 

CARE aims to ensure 10,000 people affected by the recent floods are receiving multi-sectorial assistance 

to meet their immediate needs. They plan on providing the following: 

1. The affected families have access to drinking water, sanitation and their hygiene conditions are 

improving. 

 Community construction of family latrines at relocation sites 

 Transportation and distributions of WASH kits, including water purification bags, which meet the 

specific needs of young girls and women 

 Retraining/reinforcement of community support network to raise hygiene awareness 

2. Vulnerable households cover their basic food needs via money transfers without conditions. 

 Targeting of beneficiary families and signing of contract with micro finance organizations 

 Money transfers without condition to vulnerable households 

 Support for the resumption of fishing activities for household/groups of fishermen where 

necessary 

3. The most vulnerable affected households have materials needed to improve their housing conditions. 

 Distribution of shelter kits or cash for rebuilding shelters for vulnerable households  

 Provision of technical support for building shelters  

Project Budget 

Our interventions in response to 

localized disasters are supported by the 

CHAF (75%) from DFATD, the member 

agencies of the Humanitarian Coalition 

(15%) and the Humanitarian Coalition 

Emergency Response Fund (10%). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 $201,861  

 $26,667  

 $40,000  

Distribution of Funds 

CHAF

ERF

Member Agency



Area map 

Benin map indicating the two districts of Malanville and Karimama. 

 

 


